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New Leader of Herefordshire Council announced 

Councillor Jonathan Lester has been elected the new Leader of Herefordshire Council at Full Council 

today on Friday 9 March 2018.  Councillor Lester has served with the council since 2011. He is Ward 

Member for Three Crosses and has been a Cabinet Member for Young People and Children’s 

Wellbeing since 2015. More recently, Councillor Lester was Deputy Leader of the Council. 

 

The new Leader of Herefordshire Council, Councillor Jonathan Lester, said: “It is a great honour to be 

elected Leader of Herefordshire Council. These are challenging but exciting times and I am really 

focused on the tasks ahead, such as improving the health and wellbeing of our citizens, providing 

them with greater opportunities, and ensuring that we continue to invest in our economy. 

 

“Herefordshire is a wonderful place to live, filled with innovation, creativity and a determination to 

succeed. I look forward to building on what has already been achieved so that everyone in 

Herefordshire can thrive and reach their full potential.” 

 

Proposed changes to Hereford City on-street Pay & Display announced 

Herefordshire Council is proposing changes to Hereford City on-street Pay & Display, following 

feedback on the recently implemented scheme. The changes will allow visitors to stay longer and 

encourage use of nearby businesses. 

 

The changes proposed include and out for consultation:  To extend the maximum stay to 2 hours 

across the whole charging zone, with an extended tariff structure (up to 30 mins - 50p, up to 1 hour - 

£1 and up to 2 hours - £3);  

To extend Pay & Display parking to include St Ethelbert Street and selected parking places in Castle 

Street, with a standardised operating period of 8am to 6pm, Monday to Saturday, with a continued 

exemption for permit holders. 

 

Our proposed changes to on-street Pay & Display in Hereford City centre show that we have, and will 

continue to, listen to feedback from local business and shoppers. The proposals meet the council’s 

transportation aims to reduce traffic congestion caused by short car journeys and to encourage 

extended visits within the city centre. But we also want to ensure that any changes to on-street parking 

continue to support the economic vitality of Hereford and its city centre, and protect parking provision 

for residential permit holders. 

 

The legal process requires public notices to be published setting out the proposed changes. The 

notices will explain how members of the public can submit representations for, or against, the 

proposals. Subject to considering any representations received, it is anticipated that the changes would 

be introduced in June this year.  The public notices will appear in the press after Easter, will be 

displayed in affected areas and are available to view online at www.herefordshire.gov.uk/tro 

 

Pothole repair funding announced for Herefordshire 

£1.25m will help to repair potholes and protect the county’s roads from future severe weather 

Herefordshire roads badly affected by the recent severe weather will benefit from an additional 

£1.25m of central government funding for repairs. 

 

This funding, which totals £1,252,647, will be used to repair more roads, addressing the equivalent of 

23,000 potholes and build in protection to help make the county’s roads more resistant to future 

severe weather. 

https://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/extranet/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50025883&PlanId=1058
https://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/extranet/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50026038&PlanId=1062
https://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/extranet/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50026040&PlanId=1062
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This winter has seen exceptional weather in Herefordshire, and the prolonged freezing temperatures 

have had a detrimental impact on the county’s roads. We have seen an 84% increase in dangerous 

potholes and our teams have been working hard to remedy this problem.  We welcome this additional 

central government funding which will be used to enhance our response to the challenges brought. 

Southern Link Road closer to construction 

Progress on the new Southern Link Road, the next phase of the Hereford Bypass, moves a step closer 

as Herefordshire Council today makes Southern Link Road Compulsory Purchase Orders (CPO) and 

Side Road Orders (SRO). 

 

The land required for the construction of the road is mainly agricultural land with no homes or 

buildings being acquired to deliver the scheme. The council is working with all landowners to try and 

reach agreement for the acquisition of land and has already agreed terms with a number of landowners 

to purchase their land. 

 

All affected parties will be served with an order to acquire the land necessary for the delivery of the 

Southern Link Road scheme, which sets out how side roads and access will be affected by the new 

road. A CPO is needed to give the Council certainty that it can assemble all the land it needs if 

agreement cannot be reached. 

 

The Southern Link Road marks the first phase of the Hereford Bypass and is a key piece of 

infrastructure to promote growth and enable us to introduce active travel measures in the South Wye 

area.  Subject to confirmation that the land has been secured, construction of the Southern Link Road 

is expected to commence in early 2019.  The published notices will provide information on how the 

road will impact on those affected, how they can object and the closing date for objections. 

 

Herefordshire successful in Housing Infrastructure Fund 

On Wednesday 21 March 2018, Government announced its support for Herefordshire’s bid to its 

Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF) to develop infrastructure to support its housing aspirations. 

 

The announcement comes as the recent consultation on the Hereford Transport Package closes, which 

identified a shortlist of possible routes for the Hereford bypass.  The council is progressing plans to 

commence construction of the Southern Link Road (the first phase of the bypass) early next year. 

 

The momentum continues after the opening of the City Link Road, which provides access to land for 

the development for an Emergency Services Hub, GP Hub, University accommodation and housing. 

 

The Housing Infrastructure Fund has allocated £4.1bn to fund major infrastructure projects with a 

potential to deliver over 400,000 new homes across England. Herefordshire has been successful in 

being selected to go through to the next stage of the funding process during which Government will 

support the development of the detailed business case for investment. 

 

Fastershire Rollout Update: Marches & Gloucestershire Viable Clusters Broadband Project 

 

Hopefully you will recall plans to secure more funding from the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 

Development (EAFRD) to extend superfast broadband.  Following the submission of a bid to EAFRD 

we are pleased to announce that the Fastershire broadband project has been awarded just over £7m 

(£4m for Gloucestershire £3m for Herefordshire) to extend faster broadband to some of those 

properties in Herefordshire and Gloucestershire not being delivered commercially, or under phase 1 or 

https://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/extranet/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50025885&PlanId=1058
https://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/extranet/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50026037&PlanId=1062
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phase 2 of the project. It is the first award of its kind to be made in the country.  EAFRD funding is 

awarded based on the potential economic benefit of bringing fast broadband to rural areas. Fastershire 

used a set of criteria including business activity, existing speeds, access to public services and 

community demand to identify a number of property ‘clusters’ and demonstrate the economic case for 

investment in those areas to government.  

 

The procurement process is now underway to engage a supplier(s) to deliver faster broadband access 

for each of the property clusters. Each cluster forms its own mini-procurement lot and potential 

suppliers are able tender a bid to be awarded the delivery contract for properties the within that 

cluster.  It is expected that this process will complete in mid May 2018, with contracts being awarded 

in June and work starting from July. 

 

The funding may not be sufficient to enable every cluster identified. For any unsuccessful clusters, 

businesses can still apply for business broadband grants, and for residents we will consider looking at 

the costs / benefits of bringing other areas into our existing contracts. 

 

Residents and businesses can find out more or check faster broadband availability by using the 

address checker on www.fastershire.com 

 

Hereford County Hospital - Demolition of 1930s hutted wards moves a step closer 

Wye Valley NHS Trust has cleared another hurdle in its bid to demolish the 1930s hutted wards at the 

County Hospital site and replace them with wards fit for 21st century healthcare. 

 

At around 80 years of age, the Canadian huts – used extensively during World War II – are long past 

their intended useable life span but are an integral part of the bed space at the County Hospital 

providing two wards.  A business case for their demolition and the building of two replacement wards 

on the site was given approval by the Trust’s board at the end of last year. 

 

The Trust is seeking approval of NHS Improvement (the body which monitors the performance of 

NHS hospital Trusts in England) to fund the ambitious £15 million project.  The two new wards will 

provide an extra ten beds over and above the 38 beds currently provided on Monnow and Leadon 

wards, the two hutted wards they will replace.  It marks a hugely significant milestone in the history 

of the hospital on the city centre site – the two new wards would be the first permanent new build on 

the site since the hospital was opened in 2002. 

 

Now a detailed planning application has been submitted to Herefordshire Council. 

 

The first phase of the project, which is now underway, involves relocating the medical records and 

staff currently in the huts used as offices. Once these are empty, the huts will then be demolished to 

make way for the new wards.  Once the new wards are built, patients will be moved out of the old 

wards and the two huts demolished.  Subject to planning permission being granted and NHS 

Improvement agreeing to fund the project, it is anticipated that the new wards could open their doors 

to their first patients in 2020. 

New and improved WISH website launched 

The county’s WISH service, run by Herefordshire Council, is changing and now features a new and 

improved website to enable residents to live safe, healthy and independent lives. 

 

The website covers information, advice, services and activities for residents of all ages across the 

county, which helps people to take control of their own wellbeing needs and better connects them to 

http://www.fastershire.com/
https://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/extranet/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50025867&PlanId=1058
https://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/extranet/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50026035&PlanId=1062
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their local communities. It also enables providers to promote their services to Herefordshire’s 

residents, so people are fully informed about what is available to meet their needs. 

 

The website has some great new features, including a new design which makes it easier to navigate, 

an improved search function, more up to date and relevant information and a handy what’s on 

calendar and news section.  The WISH website is a fantastic local resource, which is free and easy to 

access. The website doesn’t just focus on health related topics, it covers so much more, including 

housing, carers support, transport, legal and financial advice, bereavement support and home 

adaptations. The extensive range of information and advice available will enable people to live safely 

and happily within their own homes and communities. 

 

To find out how WISH can help you and your family, visit www.wisherefordshire.org. 

 

Major investment for Ross-on-Wye Library and the Old Chapel 

Ross-on-Wye Library and the Old Chapel are to receive major investment following plans to relocate 

the town’s children’s centre services from the Ryefield Centre. 

 

The investment aims to make the most of the library as a key local centre. The building is home to 

Jobcentre Plus and the library hosts many events and activities with free to use Wi-Fi and public 

access PCs.  A maximum investment of £272k has been agreed which includes creating more space in 

the desk and counter area, facilities for health visitor and midwife sessions, an additional meeting 

room and kitchen to support events and activities, and extra storage. There will also be repairs to the 

external wall which will allow the creation of an outdoor play area for children using the library for 

children’s centre activities. 

 

Herefordshire Council plans to take on the lease and improve facilities at next door’s Old Chapel, 

which will be used to house a multi-agency office and provide additional children’s centre activities. 

A decision was taken to use the Old Chapel following public consultation feedback that there may not 

be adequate space at the library to house children’s centre services. 

 

All improvement plans will be available to view at Ross-on-Wye Library, and work is due to begin in 

March 2018 with minimal disruption to library users. 

 

 

General Data Protections Regulations 

The General Data Protection Act (GDPR) places obligations and responsibilities on any company, 

organisation and individual who hold and process personnel information. The new GDPR supersedes 

the Data Protection act and comes into force on the 25th May 2018.  Please ensure that all parish 

councillors and your clerks of the importance of compliance and ensure that your parish council is 

aware of individual obligations, responsibilities and actions to ensure compliance with the GDPR. 

 

News from the parishes. 
To date of this monthly report I have not received any local parish information; therefore, with this 

monthly report there is no news from the parishes.  However, I shall continue to be available for news 

from each parish and will publish it with my broader ranging monthly report. 

 
Report it 

Please note that Herefordshire Council strongly encourages Balfour Beatty to promote all service requests and queries should be logged via 

the HC website at    
https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole   or call through to the call handling team on 01432 261800. 

                                        

http://www.wisherefordshire.org/
https://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/extranet/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50025886&PlanId=1058
https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole
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Please use the website or call the customer services call handling team.  This will help ensure that everything is logged in to the operating 

system known as CONFIRM where it can be responded to in a timely way. 

 
For any PROW (Public Rights of Way) maps or problems, you can report these via the following link on the Herefordshire Council`s 

website: 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200136/travel_and_transport/248/public_rights_of_way_map 
You can search for PROW information on the map using: - Footpath references, Postcodes, Addresses and Grid References e.g. 354000 

254000  

 

 

Barry  
Cabinet Member – Transport and Regulatory Services 

Old Gore Ward 

March 2018 

 
General Data Protection Regulations Statement  

The General Data Protection Act places obligations and responsibilities on any company, organisation and individual who hold and process 

personnel information, and it comes into force on the 25th May 2018; superseding the Data Protection Act 1998.  As a County Councillor I 
hold a list of emails of local people that I have built up over the years which I retain and use on my council computer and email.  I can give 

you all the reassurance that I do not and will not share those email addresses with any third party. In seeking legal compliance as a data 

controller I am requesting that if anyone is unhappy with my holding their email contact that you please advise me so that I am able 

to remove you from the list. Otherwise I will retain your email contact and continue to send you monthly updates, emails as required and 

occasional key information.   

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200136/travel_and

