
                                                                                          17 November 2017 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

Regulators progress generic design assessment on new nuclear reactor 

The Environment Agency and the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR) have begun 

assessing General Nuclear System Ltd’s (GNS) UK HPR1000 reactor design. This follows 

successful completion of the preparatory step of the regulators’ Generic Design Assessment 

(GDA) process. 

In January 2017, the regulators received a request from Ministers to assess a new nuclear 

reactor design in the UK, GNS’s UK HPR1000. Bradwell B Power Generation Company Ltd 

is proposing to use this design at its site at Bradwell in Essex. 

ONR and the Environment Agency have been working with GNS to help ensure the 

company understands the UK regulatory system and the regulators’ expectations.  The 

regulators have also been increasing their knowledge of GNS’s proposals. 

The regulators are now ready to begin their assessments and consider that GNS are also 

ready to support the GDA process. 

The regulators’ joint GDA website has been updated to reflect that Step 2 has begun and it 

includes links to GNS’s website and the comments process. The comments process enables 

anyone to submit comments and questions to the company for their response. 

Subject to the company submitting acceptable proposals to the regulators, indicatively GDA 

is expected to take around four years to complete from now.  

We are writing to you because in addition to Bradwell, any developer could propose to 

build this reactor design at any of the sites included in the Government’s Nuclear National 

Policy Statement (listed in the next paragraph).  

The sites listed as potentially suitable are: Bradwell (Essex), Hartlepool (Durham), Heysham 

(Lancashire), Hinkley Point (Somerset), Oldbury (South Gloucestershire), Sellafield 

(Cumbria), Sizewell (Suffolk) and Wylfa (Anglesey). 

We are informing you because: 

• we think you might be interested in the regulation of new nuclear power stations; 

http://www.onr.org.uk/new-reactors/index.htm
http://www.ukhpr1000.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/47859/2009-nps-for-nuclear-volumeI.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/47859/2009-nps-for-nuclear-volumeI.pdf


• you may live or work in an area where this design may potentially be proposed by a 

developer; 

• we would like you to share this information with others who may be interested or who 

you represent. 

Generic Design Assessment (GDA) 

GDA allows the regulators to begin assessing the safety, security and environmental aspects 

of the new reactor design prior to site-specific proposals being brought forward. 

Together ONR and the Environment Agency are ensuring that any new nuclear power 

stations will meet high standards of safety, security, environmental protection and waste 

management. 

Getting involved 

• You can submit a question or make a comment about the reactor design using the 

comments process.   

• The comments process can be accessed on the regulators’ websites and GNS’s 

website. 

• Your question will be answered by GNS. Your question and the company’s response will 

be seen by the regulators and can be used to help inform their assessments. 

• A GDA public and stakeholder engagement plan setting out our proposals for 

communications and engagement will be published in 2018. We’d welcome your 

feedback. 

• The Environment Agency will consult on its detailed assessment findings in due course. 

Next steps 

We will keep you informed at key points in the process. Please subscribe to our joint 

regulators’ ebulletin so that you automatically receive updates. 

If you do not wish to receive further information about GDA of the UK HPR1000 then please 

let us know using the contact information below.  Thank you. 

Further information 
 

• Register for our ebulletin at http://www.onr.org.uk/new-reactors/ebulletin.htm 

• Read our new reactors website: http://www.onr.org.uk/new-reactors/index.htm 

• Read our information on 
GOV.UK:  https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/assessing-new-nuclear-power-
station-designs 

• GNS’s UK HPR1000 website and comments process www.ukhpr1000.co.uk 
 
 

How to contact us  
 

http://www.onr.org.uk/new-reactors/ebulletin.htm
http://www.onr.org.uk/new-reactors/index.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/assessing-new-nuclear-power-station-designs
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/assessing-new-nuclear-power-station-designs
http://www.ukhpr1000.co.uk/


• Email: gda@environment-agency.gov.uk 

• Phone the Environment Agency general enquiries line: 03708 506 506 
 
(Telephone from outside the UK: +44 (0) 114 282 5312) 

(Mon to Fri, 8am to 6pm GMT) 
 
Minicom service, for the hard of hearing: 03702 422 549  

Details of call charges can be found on the GOV.UK website 

We hope you find this useful. 

 

Saffron Price-Walter                                                                                                             

GDA 
Manager                                                                                                                                     
Environment Agency 

 
 

mailto:gda@environment-agency.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/call-charges

